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(1) DEPARTMENT 

Administrative Office 

(2) MEETING DATE 

7/9/2024 

(3) CONTACT/PHONE 

Sarah Hayter / (805) 781-1599 

(4) SUBJECT 

Request to 1) approve responses to the FY 2023-24 Grand Jury report titled "Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo 

County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024"; and 2) forward the responses to the Presiding Judge of 

the Superior Court by July 29, 2024. 

(5) RECOMMENDED ACTION 

It is recommended that the Board: 

1. Adopt as a County’s response to the referenced Grand Jury report titled “Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo 

County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024" the attached response prepared by the Behavioral 

Health Department to Recommendation 4; 

2. Direct the Clerk of the Board to forward the approved responses to the Presiding Judge and the Grand Jury by 

July 29, 2024; and  

3. Receive and file responses from the County Sheriff’s Office to the San Luis Obispo Grand Jury’s 2023-24 report 

titled “Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024." 

(6) FUNDING SOURCE(S) 

N/A 

(7) CURRENT YEAR FINANCIAL 

IMPACT 

$0 

(8) ANNUAL FINANCIAL 

IMPACT 

$0 

(9) BUDGETED? 

N/A 

(10) AGENDA PLACEMENT 

{ X }  Consent     {  } Presentation      {  }  Hearing (Time Est. _______) {  } Board Business (Time Est.______) 

(11) EXECUTED DOCUMENTS 

 {  }   Resolutions    {  }   Contracts    {  }   Ordinances  { X }   N/A 

(12) OUTLINE AGREEMENT REQUISITION NUMBER (OAR) 

 

N/A 

(13) BUDGET ADJUSTMENT REQUIRED? 

 BAR ID Number: N/A 

 {  }   4/5th's Vote Required        {X}   N/A 

(14) LOCATION MAP 

N/A 

(15) BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT?  

No 

(16) AGENDA ITEM HISTORY    

{X}   N/A   Date  ______________________ 

(17) ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REVIEW 

 

This item was prepared by the Administrative Office.  

(18) SUPERVISOR DISTRICT(S) 
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

 

 

 

 

TO: Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Administrative Office / Sarah Hayter / (805) 781-1599 

DATE: 7/9/2024 

SUBJECT: Request to 1) approve responses to the FY 2023-24 Grand Jury report titled "Inspection Report for 

San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024"; and 2) forward the 

responses to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court by July 29, 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Board: 

1. Adopt as a County’s response to the referenced Grand Jury report titled “Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo 

County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024" the attached response prepared by the Behavioral 

Health Department to Recommendation 4; 

2. Direct the Clerk of the Board to forward the approved responses to the Presiding Judge and the Grand Jury by July 

29, 2024; and  

3. Receive and file responses from the County Sheriff’s Office to the San Luis Obispo Grand Jury’s 2023-24 report 

titled “Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024." 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

On May 30, 2024, the San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury (Grand Jury) issued a report titled "Inspection Report for 

San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024” (Attachment 1). The State of 

California requires grand juries to inspect all jails, holding cells, and state prisons within their respective counties 

on a yearly basis. The Grand Jury Report investigated city, county, and state detention facilities in the San Luis 

Obispo County, including the County’s Psychiatric Health Facility (PHF).  

 

The Grand Jury report included seven findings and four recommendations. Responses were required as follows:  

 

Required Responses  Recommendations 

County Sherriff’s Office  R1, R2, R3 

Behavioral Health Department  R4 
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All responses must conform to the response language and timelines required under Penal Code section 933. Under 

this section, Board adopted responses from County departments must be submitted to the presiding judge of the 

superior court within 90 days of the date the report is released.  

 

The responses from County Sherriff’s Office and the Health Agency are scheduled to be transmitted to the Presiding 

Judge and the Grand Jury by July 29, 2024. The recommended responses from the Behavioral Health Department 

are attached.  

 

As part of the report, the Grand Jury conducted an inspection of the San Luis Obispo County Juvenile Hall. While no 

recommendations or findings were identified, the Chief Probation Officer highlighted several inconsistencies in the 

report that need to be corrected for accuracy.  

 

Grand Jury Report Response 

“The CVA (Coastal Valley Academy) is a residential 

camp, which has taken the place of the California Youth 

Authority (CYA)…” 

This is factually incorrect. CVA was established as an 

alternative to the elimination of group home 

placements under the Continuum Care Reform (AB 

403), initiated by the State in 2015. 

“One of the tools used is Positive Behavior Intervention 

Support (PBIS), which is a State program that rewards 

youth for respectful behavior.” 

Referring to PBIS as a state program is inaccurate. PBIS 

is an evidence-based model implemented by the 

County Office of Education to support students in the 

Juvenile Court School and Community School, and it 

has been adopted facility-wide as the primary behavior 

management system. 

“Per staff, Cuesta College is building a facility to help 

destigmatize youth who have become involved in the 

criminal justice system.” 

Cuesta College is not building a facility. More 

accurately, Cuesta College is establishing a center to 

support justice-involved youth attending Cuesta.  This 

initiative is part of the Rising Scholar grant awarded to 

Cuesta College in partnership with Probation. 

“Detainees are allowed two hours of visit time per 

week. Most visits are conducted via Zoom calls, a 

practice first implemented during the pandemic.” 

Additionally, Probation facilitates in-person visits for 

detainees, in addition to Zoom calls which were initially 

implemented during the pandemic. 

 

These corrections clarify the inaccuracies noted by the Chief Probation Officer and provide more accurate 

information for the record based on the inspection of the San Luis Obispo County Juvenile Hall. 

 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT/IMPACT 

 

The County Sheriff and the Health Agency drafted the recommended responses to the Grand Jury report.  

 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Costs for preparing this response are included in current department budgets. There are no significant anticipated 

financial impacts to the County budget that will result either directly or indirectly from the recommended action. 

Any future financial impacts associated with the recommended action will be considered as they arise. 

 

RESULTS 
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Adoption of the responses will make it possible for the County to meet the legal requirements and time frames for 

responding to a Grand Jury report with findings and recommendations under California Penal Code Section 933. 

The responses from the Sheriff’s Office and the Health Agency to the FY 2023-24 Grand Jury report titled " Inspection 

Report for San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities " will be adopted and transmitted to 

the Presiding Judge and the Grand Jury as required. This action is consistent with the County’s goal to promote a 

well-governed community. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 Attachment 1 - FY 2023-24 Grand Jury Report - Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo County Law 

Enforcement and Detention Facilities 

2 Attachment 2 – Agency response from the Sheriff’s Office (informational only) 

3 Attachment 3 – Agency response from the Health Agency 

 

 

 
 

 



RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT 

Report Title:   “Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo County” 

Report Date:  June 18, 2024  

Response by: Ian Parkinson         Title:  Sheriff-Coroner 

FINDINGS 
1. I (we) agree with the findings numbered: F1, F2, F3, F4, F5, F6
2. I (we) disagree wholly or partially with the findings numbered:

(Attach a statement specifying any portions of the findings that are disputed; include an
explanation of the reasons.)

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Recommendations numbered  R1    have been implemented.

(Attach a summary describing the implementation actions.) 

2. Recommendations numbered  R2, R3    have not yet been implemented, but 
will be implemented in the future. 
(Attach a timeframe for the implementation.) 

3. Recommendations numbered      require further analysis.
(Attach an explanation and the scope and parameters of an analysis or study, and a
timeframe for the matter to be prepared for discussion by the officer or director of the
agency or department being investigated or reviewed, including the governing body of the
public agency when applicable.  This timeframe shall not exceed six months from the date
of the publication of the Grand Jury report.)

4. Recommendations numbered  will not be implemented because 
they are not warranted or are not reasonable.
(Attach an explanation.)

Date: 6/18/24 Signed: 
Number of pages attached:  3 
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RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT 

Report Title:    “Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention 
Facilities 2023-2024”  

 Title: Health Agency Director 

Report Date:  May 28, 2024  

Response by: Nicholas  Drews 

FINDINGS 
1. I (we) agree with the findings numbered: F7
2. I (we) disagree wholly or partially with the findings numbered:

(Attach a statement specifying any portions of the findings that are disputed; include an
explanation of the reasons.)

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Recommendations numbered  have been implemented. 

(Attach a summary describing the implementation actions.) 

2. Recommendations numbered   R4  have not yet been implemented, but 
will be implemented in the future. 
(Attach a timeframe for the implementation.) 

3. Recommendations numbered      require further analysis.
(Attach an explanation and the scope and parameters of an analysis or study, and a
timeframe for the matter to be prepared for discussion by the officer or director of the
agency or department being investigated or reviewed, including the governing body of the
public agency when applicable.  This timeframe shall not exceed six months from the date
of the publication of the Grand Jury report.)

4. Recommendations numbered  will not be implemented because 
they are not warranted or are not reasonable.
(Attach an explanation.)

Date: 06/24/2024  Signed: 
Number of pages attached:  2 
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO ATTACHMENT 1
HEALTH AGENCY 

Nicholas Drews, Health Agency Director 

Health Agency 
2180 Johnson Avenue  |  San Luis Obispo, CA 93401  |  (P) 805-781-5500 

www.slocounty.ca.gov/health 

June 24, 2024 

San Luis Obispo Civil Grand Jury PO Box 4910 
San Luis Obispo, CA, 93403 

RE: Grand Jury 2024 Report – "Inspection Report for San Luis Obispo County Law 
Enforcement and Detention Facilities 2023-2024" 

Dear Grand Jury: 

I have reviewed the 2024 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report "Inspection Report for 
San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities" My response to your 
findings and recommendations are attached. 

Respectfully, 

Nicholas Drews 
Health Agency Director 

Page 2 of 3

Attachment 3

Page 2 of 3



ATTACHMENT 1 

Grand Jury Response to Detention Facilities in San Luis Obispo County 

Findings 

The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff's Office is required to respond to: R4. 

Recommendation R4 – The recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be 
implemented in the future, with a timeframe for implementation. 

“The San Luis Obispo County Behavioral Health Department should forward all performance and 
assessment reports (outlined in the operating agreement) regarding PHF’s management by 
Crestwood Behavioral Health to the 2024-2025 San Luis Obispo Grand Jury by November 1, 2024.” 

The San Luis Obispo County Behavioral Health Department will forward all performance and 
assessment reports (outlined in the operating agreement) regarding PHF’s management by 
Crestwood Behavioral Health to the 2024-2025 San Luis Obispo Grand Jury by November 1, 
2024. 

Respectfully, 

Nicholas Drews 
Health Agency Director 
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