


Shandon Cemetery District Response to Grand Jury Recommendations: 

 

Grand Jury Recommendation R1: Cemetery payments should include credit cards. 

Shandon Cemetery District Response to R1:  The Shandon Cemetery District disagrees with the 

finding.  It relies on the San Luis Obispo County Office of the Auditor Controller to provide banking 

and treasury services and does not have a relationship with a commercial bank.  There is no 

mechanism available at this point to accept credit card payments.  In the event it is necessary for a 

family to use a credit card to pay for services, it is not unusual for them to put the cemetery and 

excavation fees on their contract with their mortuary and then the mortuary will provide checks to 

pay the cemetery. 

 

Grand Jury Recommendation R2: Cemetery should have a website. 

Shandon Cemetery District Response to R2:  The Shandon Cemetery District agrees with the 

finding.  However, given that so many of the budgeted hours have been spent actually burying 

people, it is not a priority at this time. 

 

Grand Jury Recommendation R6:  Districts should have liability insurance paid for by the County. 

Shandon Cemetery District Response to R6:  The Shandon Cemetery District disagrees with the 

finding.  We handle our own liability insurance and the county is not responsible for that. 

 

Grand Jury Recommendation R7:  Review of Stipend Policy. 

Shandon Cemetery District Response to R7:  The Shandon Cemetery District disagrees with the 

finding as it relates to our cemetery.  We pay no stipends and thus, have no taxing issue with regard 

to them. 

 

Grand Jury Recommendation R8:  County Grant System. 

Shandon Cemetery District Response to R8:  The Shandon Cemetery District disagrees with the 

finding only in that the Cemetery District has been a prudent manager of its funds and has sufficient 

reserves to pay for approved capital expenses and improvements. 

 

Grand Jury Recommendation R9:  Columbaria or area for scattered ashes. 

Shandon Cemetery District Response to R9:  The Shandon Cemetery District agrees with the 

finding.  The district owns an undeveloped acre and would consider adding such an area or 

Columbaria when the acre is developed.  As it stands, the cemetery sells cremation plots. 
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