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25. Tulare County and its incorporated cities reported to the Grand Jury the following domestic violence statistics 

for 2012 and 2013:

Porterville Visalia Farmersville Tulare Woodlake Dinuba

Year 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013

Calls 229 279 6,439 6,709 51 51 421 421 38 44 126 132

Investigated 

Cases

152 186 889 765 51 51 421 421 0 0 126 132

Arrests 106 130 312 299 31 35 212 228 25 28 82 93

Arrest of 

Dual 

Parties

8 0 10 6 1 1 5 4 1 2 1 4

Protection 

Orders, etc.

0 0 0 0 26 26 0 0 8 10 0 0

Referral to 

Prosecutor

152 186 0 0 51 51 399 396 9 8 44 39

FINDINGS/CONCLUSIONS:

1. The County of Tulare and city law enforcement, provide critical, valuable and available educational and 

awareness resources relating to domestic violence.

2. Domestic Violence Awareness is recognized annually and nationwide.

3. Legislation is in place to address the needs of victims affected by domestic violence.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The Tulare County Grand Jury recommends the Office of the District Attorney apply for any grants that may 
be available for providing services to the victims of domestic violence. 

 

RESPONSES REQUIRED:

1. Tulare County District Attorney
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PUBLIC DEFENDER

BACKGROUND

The United States Constitution guarantees its citizens the right to a speedy trial.  The Sixth Amendment states “In all 

criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State 

and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 

law, and to be informed of the  nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witness against him; 

to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his 

defense.”

Clara Shortridge Folz, who was California’s first female attorney, proposed the establishment of a Public Defender’s 
office to balance the Office of the Public Prosecutor at the 1893 Chicago’s World Fair.  The nation’s first public 
defender agency was founded in Los Angeles in 1913.  

REASON FOR INVESTIGATION

The Tulare County Grand Jury is the “watchdog” of all public offices within the County.  The 2013-2014 Tulare 
County Grand Jury chose to investigate the workings of the Office of Public Defender.  This particular County 
department had not been examined by the Grand Jury prior to this report.

PROCEDURES FOLLOWED:

1. Interviewed relevant personnel

2. Reviewed relevant documents

FACTS:

1. As of 2013, the Tulare County Public Defender Office had approximately forty-five attorneys and nine 
investigators.  

2. The American Bar Association recommends no more than an annual caseload of 400 misdemeanor and 150 

felony cases for each public defender attorney. 

3. The Tulare County Public Defender’s Office had 16,800 new cases in 2013. 

4. In 2013, there were approximately 37,270 clients, 59,364 cases and 98,132 hearings in the Tulare County 

Public Defender’s Office.

5. The Public Defender is appointed by the Tulare County Board of Supervisors.

6. Attorneys for the Tulare County Public Defender’s Office represent adults accused of misdemeanor and 
felony crimes, juveniles in delinquency cases, mentally disabled individuals facing involuntary mental health 

commitments and defendants facing incarceration for contempt for court cases. 

7. The Tulare County Public Defender’s Office is considered an integral part of the Justice system for Tulare 
County.
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8. Caseloads are set by the United States Department of Justice on Standards for Indigent Defense Systems as 

150 Felony and 400 Misdemeanor cases per Public Defender.

9. Each attorney has a caseload of approximately 600 Misdemeanor cases and 175 Felony cases. 

 

10. The Tulare County Public Defender’s Office had approximately thirty active murder cases in 2013.

11. Requirements to become a public defender vary from state to state and county to county. The Public Defender 

is required to have a law degree and license from state of residence, several years of trial experience and 

professional supervisory experience.  Other requirements include the ability to read, understand and write 

reports, present information and answer questions posed by judges, other attorneys, county officials and the 
general public, some mathematical skills, and considerable reasoning ability. 

12. The Tulare County Public Defender earns between $128,232 and $192,348 annually.  These earnings are 

consistent with the salary of the Tulare County District Attorney. 

13. The Assistant Public Defender earns between $99,735 and $149,604 annually.

14. At the time of the writing of this report all Tulare County Deputy Public Defenders had reached their maximum 

pay scale level. Some Deputy Public Defenders have not received a pay increase since 2006.

15. The Tulare County Public Defender’s Office had a budget of $8.5 million in 2013.   

16. In order to qualify for the services of a public defender, a person must be considered “indigent,” (unable to 

afford an attorney).  A defendant must request that the court appoint a public defender and provide details 

about his/her financial situation.

FINDINGS:

1. The Tulare County Public Defender’s Office exceeds the standards set by the United States Department of 
Justice on Standards for both Felony and Misdemeanor caseloads per attorney.

2. The current pay scale has not been increased for several years. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Despite the additional burden of 200 Misdemeanor cases, there is no evidence that the Public Defender may 

not adequately represent their clients; however, the Tulare County Grand Jury recommends that staff be hired 

to accommodate the additional case loads. 

2. The Tulare County Grand Jury recommends that the current pay scale be increased.

RESPONSES REQUIRED:

1. Tulare County Public Defender’s Office

2. Tulare County Board of Supervisors
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SOLAR ENERGY 

BACKGROUND:

In 1882, Thomas Alva Edison started the Edison Electric Light Company and the first power system.  It was the 
forerunner to today’s power grid. In 1954, Bell Laboratory patented a method of making electricity directly from 

sunlight using silicon based solar cells.  

By the mid 1960s electrical efficiency, or useful power output divided by the electrical power consumed, was nearing 
ten percent. Subsequent federal government provisions, upgrades, and deregulation within the solar industry was 

designed to stimulate market demand for renewable energy systems that met certain eligibility requirements, by 

offering rebates to reduce the initial cost of the system to the customer. 

Solar panels provide electricity, either as stand-alone arrays or augmenting other power supplies by integration into 

an existing electrical grid. The Grid refers to the main or national electrical grid. The effects of solar panels are 

financial and environmental, and can be as easily noticeable as a reduction in power bills or as subtle as a gradual 
lowering of the greenhouse gases present in the Earth’s atmosphere. 

All energy used on our planet can be traced back to its source – the Sun.  

The State of California is encouraging solar power that is connected to the electrical grid to avoid the use of toxic 

lead acid batteries for night time storage.  Grid-tie systems are generally less expensive than off-grid systems due 

to the lack of additional equipment like charge controllers and batteries.  However, some systems may mitigate this 

difference by using old car batteries that can no longer supply enough current to start a car.

REASON FOR INVESTIGATION:

The 2013 – 2014 Tulare County Grand Jury has chosen to investigate solar energy in Tulare County.

PROCEDURES FOLLOWED:

1. Toured the Southern California Edison Education Center

2. Interviewed relevant witnesses

3. Researched relevant documents

FACTS:

1. State Senate Bill 1X-2 enacts a 33% renewable portfolio standard for energy savings.

  

2. Solar energy comes from the rays of the Sun. As the rays of the Sun reach the earth, they can be converted into 

thermal energy and electricity. Thermal energy can heat water and spaces, while solar cells and solar power 

plants can convert solar energy into electricity.

3. Solar radiation can be absorbed only during the daytime, but the demand for the energy it generates is 

continuous day and night.
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4. Solar energy systems use two different types of solar modules.  They are as follows:

a. Photovoltaic Cells (PV) – Converts sunlight into electricity.  The cells harvest the sun’s energy and 

convert it into electricity that can be used to power lights, appliances and other electrical devices.

b. Concentrating Solar Thermal Plants (CSP) – Converts sunlight into electricity.  The cells also harvest the 

sun’s energy, but the highly concentrated energy generated primarily by the larger solar fields is used by 
large industries.  

5. Environmental impacts can vary greatly depending on the technology which includes two categories: 

photovoltaic solar cells or concentrating solar thermal plants.  The impacts are as follows:

a. Land Use – Larger utility scale solar facilities can raise concerns about land degradation and habitat loss. 

Land use can vary from 3.5 to 10 acres per megawatt for photovoltaic solar cell systems or from 4 to 16.5 

acres per megawatt for concentrating solar thermal plant systems. 

b. Water Use – Solar photovoltaic cells do not use water for generating electricity, but water is used to 

manufacture some of the components.  Concentrating solar thermal plants require water for cooling. The 

water use depends on the plant design, location and type of cooling system and use between 600 and 650 

gallons of water per megawatt-hour of electricity produced.

c. Hazardous Materials – A solar panel is made of pure silicon, a hard metalloid with a metallic luster that is 

basically harmless. The manufacturing process may involve toxic chemicals, solvents, alcohol and strong 

acids and bases. These substances are harmless if safety contained and not released to the environment, 

but they may pose risk.   Inhaling silicon dust can cause harm to the respiratory system and may result 

in silicosis, which are scars that form on lung tissue and interfere with oxygen transport.  A study by 

the People’s Union for Civil Liberties in Shakapur Village, Khambat, Gryarat in India found that nearly 

twenty-five people died from silicosis.

6. The process of using solar energy as a heating unit involves storing heat energy in water contained in a storage 

unit.  The unit consists of systems engineered to store solar energy to heat water and aid in household use.  

Solar heat systems use solar collectors that generate chemicals that can pose risks to chemically sensitive 

individuals who are constantly exposed to them.

7. Health risks associated with using solar energy as a thermal energy system are connected to the storage units, 

where allergenic molds and fungi may thrive if the materials used for the storage units are not ideal for the 

purpose.

8. The United States Energy Information Administration states that large solar thermal power plants could harm 

the environment and ecology if they are not managed properly.  Animals such as insects and birds may die if 

they fly over an area that contains a concentrated beam of sunlight coming from a solar power tower.

9. The goal of solar power procurement and use is to protect against rising energy costs and increased demands 

on the grid.  Other reasons are as follows:

a. It’s clean – Solar energy has no negative impact on the global climate; whereas, energy generated by 

conventional power plants produce carbon dioxide emissions that scientists state are serious threats to the 

planet.

b. It’s renewable – Wherever there is sunlight, electricity can be generated. Nonrenewable energy resources 

such as oil, gas and coal are increasingly scarce.

c. It’s self reliant – The more sunlight that is captured, the less electricity is needed from the grid.


